NO BONES ABOUT IT







January 22, 2010

It’s been a long time from the beginning of the holidays until now; we have all had a long rest from our duties in ABATE and been able to spend more time with our families. I hope the holidays went well for you and your families but most of all I am hoping that you are ready to jump back in the battle for your rights. 
We need to start getting together and sharing our ideas not only for the fun things but for our plan of attack on the legislature. I have been working with BOLT of Nevada and contacting the Governor’s Advisory Board on Motorcycle Safety to attempt to get some sort of solution to this helmet thing. Although they haven’t been real responsive in the past, Dave Stilwell hooked me up with a lady in the Governor’s office. This lady told me that she was unaware of any letters written to that office so I got into my files and sent her all that I had. That should keep her busy for a while. 
Shortly after sending the letters to the Governor’s office I received an e-mail from Ken Kiphart who is the head man on the Motorcycle Safety Board, apologizing to me for not getting back to me sooner with the communications that I asked for. I can’t say if it was the Governor’s office or coincidence that I heard from him on the same day but it made me feel like someone was finally starting to pay attention to what I was saying. I’ll give it until next week for a response and if I don’t get one I’ll be back on the computer and the phone to the Governor’s office.

By the time you read this, chances are pretty good that the Henderson 2 / 4 / 50 case will already be decided. I made up the name to protect the innocent and the guilty. This is the stop that the Henderson P.D made in front of Henderson Harley and issued tickets to anyone that continued to the party. To make a long story short a group of 50 riders that got tickets went to the MCA lawyer and got him to fight the tickets. The lawyer (whose name I won’t mention so I don’t get sued) cut a deal for only two cases to be tried and the decision would become the decision for the rest of the cases. This is good and bad. The good is that the lawyer doesn’t have to spend days at a time to try each case separately and allows him to take on cases for money which we all know is the way things are done if you want to survive. It is also good that the people that got the tickets stand a good chance of having them dismissed and won’t have to appear in court and possibly lose a day of work, or not and receive a small fine and a slap on the wrist. The bad turns out to be real bad. The prosecuting attorney has put his ass on the line. If he can convince the judge that what the cops did was legal then you might as well stop riding in Henderson if you are on a motorcycle and wear any patch. This decision will allow Henderson P.D. to stop you without probable cause, pull you over and detain you and possibly issue you a citation for some other violation under the guise of safety. The City Attorney will be doing his homework for this project. 

The Defense Attorney on the other hand will be attempting to convince the judge that the cop had no business writing that many tickets and that it was a clear cut case of harassment as the cops were attempting to stop people from supporting the people holding the party. Whatever the outcome, I hope that we will get enough evidence introduced during the hearing that we will have enough to get an appeal to a higher court, but, if the charges are dismissed then we don’t have a leg to stand on and the process starts all over again. 

I have been asking you all to keep a copy of the tickets you get for the helmet violations so we will be able to establish a data base we will be able to use in court. The idea here is if we can establish the inconsistency used in handling the cases we will be able to fight the law on a civil rights violation. Just copy your ticket and get it to one of the board members so they can either get it to me or Dave.  For those of you that want to you can delete some of the personal info but we need to have as much as you are possibly comfortable with giving us. 
This is only one portion of the fight to stop these dumb ass laws. We are also involved in getting the repeal of the helmet law presented to the Senate this year before the session starts. With the midterm elections coming up in June we as a group need to find out where our allies in both the house and the Senate and start contacting them about the issues. We know that we will need strong support to get this bill off the ground and clear the Senate so I ask you once again PLEASE call your State Senators and tell this bill has to go. Remember that a lot of the heavy opposition that we once encountered in the past is gone. People like Nolan and Clayborne have reached term limits and don’t have much of a chance of running for any office that will affect our battle. 

Well, at the risk of sounding like the same old broken record, we can’t win without you and if you don’t take an active part in defeating this law it will never be changed. Call your Representatives and your Senators and if you need the addresses call me, don’t let these guys kick our asses again this year. The session dosen’t start until February 2011 but believe me the time to act is now. Time is short!  I hope to see you all on the third Tuesday of February which is the 16th at 7:00 pm at the Decatur Tavern for the first meeting of the year.
When injustice becomes law,

Resistance becomes duty.

BONES
