No Bones About It      


December 17

It has come to my attention that some of you out there are not paying attention. I don’t ask very much of the membership of ABATE and I try not to infringe on your personal time, but now I have got to ask each and every one of you this question: What is it you expect from ABATE? 

I know that you joined ABATE to meet more people like you that ride and see motorcycles as a way of life or as a pastime that maintains your sanity of which both are great reasons to be involved. There are however, those of us that can’t just accept the fact that the government is involved in a never ending battle to end your riding days and stop us all from doing what we love to do. 

I, for one, don’t want to see anyone lose the right to ride and the people that make up the board of ABATE of Southern and ABATE of Northern Nevada don’t want to see it either. These people are dedicated to preserving the rights of everyone in this state whether they belong to ABATE or not and they give up most of their free time to take care of business and see to it that nothing gets by us in the legislature and that we stay aware of what is happening in other states. 

When you joined ABATE you must have had some sort of idea that you wanted to fight for what you believed in and stop the law makers in Carson City from compiling a bunch of new laws to keep you from doing what we all believe is our God given right to do - RIDE FREE. Why is it then that you won’t do anything for yourselves? We are all in this together and now is the time that we need your support more than ever. No one ever likes the word “volunteer” because you usually get stuck with some thankless job that you have to bust your hump doing and the pay is lousy, but I need you to step up to the plate and take on the monumental task of sending out a letter to your State Senators and your State Representatives.  We cannot win this battle alone; we need your help. 

I will write the letter and attach it with this writing so all you have to do is print it out, sign your name, date it, put it in an envelope and address it to your State Senators and State Representatives. This is the only way that the people in Carson City are going to know that you as voters are taking an interest in the legislation that is soon to be passed and legislation directed at you as riders that will soon prevent you from riding. 

I have to wonder if the majority of you know what is happening to your right to ride free as you sit by and wait for someone else to fight. How many of you realize that a motorcycle is the only private use vehicle that requires a special endorsement to operate? Don’t you ever wonder why? You can go out and buy a forty foot motor home without ever operating one, and having absolutely no training, drivers test or endorsement and drive it across the country without fear of violating any state or local laws. If you would go out and buy a new motorcycle and attempt to ride across country you would be subject to various laws in each of the individual states that you chose to travel in. Some have helmet laws, some have handlebar laws and some have specific insurance laws. We are subject to special registration fees and requirements, road use taxes, even though we have the least amount of impact on the roadways, special insurance rates and have been restricted to one motorcycle per lane in some states. 

Even if you are of the belief that helmets save lives, which is one of the battles we are engaged in, you have to realize that we as riders are targets for useless legislation that is easily passed due to the fact that the ability to get organized as a whole is one thing we have been unable to do. As of 2007 there 63,481 registered motorcycles in Nevada and almost 75% of that number live in the southern portion of the state. If we could organize half of that number we could control the Senate and the Assembly in this state. We would also have the ability to pick the people running for office and make sure these people are sympathetic to our cause. That is the way the state of Texas changed the law there. 

We have an opportunity to accomplish the same task in Nevada in the 2010 elections. In less than one year we will have the opportunity to change the way Nevada thinks about bikers and have the opportunity to change the laws that are designed to keep us from riding free. The Legislatures that are due for re-election want to know how you as voters feel about losing your rights and they will respect your wishes as long as you make them known. 

I just spent a week with past Senator Dave ‘Million Mile Man’ Zien from Wisconsin and we spent a lot of time discussing our issues. Senator Zien is the guy that was directly responsible for Wisconsin not bringing back the helmet law. As many of you know, Wisconsin is one of the most liberal states in the country run primarily by the Democratic Party and is pretty much a nanny-crat state. Senator Zien took our fight to the Senate every year and convinced them to leave the bikers alone. His support came from ABATE of Wisconsin and BOLT of Wisconsin to name a few. Today the ABATE organization is as strong as ever and is involved with the lawmakers every move to guarantee that legislation against bikers is kept in check, this is proof that what we are doing can and will work. 

I would like you all to get a little more involved in what we are doing. If you have an idea for a fundraiser, party or just a ride that you think will benefit ABATE please get your ideas to one of the board and we will put it to the membership. We need to become stronger in our fight and if you have an idea that will bring us new members and make us stronger don’t keep them to yourselves. I am used to having swap meets in the winter when most people work on their bikes and end up with extra parts. I don’t want to have to go all the way to California to buy extra parts for my project bike. 

We are at present working on the Freedom Ride in Laughlin during the Laughlin River Run which will be a good time for all so make sure that you mark your calendar for Saturday, the 24th of April. Even if you only ride down for the day, please try and be there at 10:00 a.m. to support us when we ride down the strip in Laughlin. We want to let people that we are standing up for our rights and do not want to lose any more than we already have. There will be more info on our web site at www.abatesnv.com.  I will be looking forward to seeing you there. 

WHEN INJUSTICE BECOMES LAW, RESISTANCE BECOMES DUTY 

Bones

