NO BONES ABOUT IT				                                                                                 June 1, 2011
Hello again, I hope this writing finds you all appreciating the pleasant weather we have been having lately. As a rule we are normally in the mid to high 90’s or hotter. With the exception of the wind blowing all over the road the temperature is great and so is the riding. There have been a lot of rides going on and even more to come. I hope that some of you are able to get out there and spread the good word about ABATE.
Speaking of spreading the word, we are experiencing a mild drop off in membership which I accredit to my involvement with the legislators and attempt to get them to pass SB 177, but now that it’s just about over it is time to get back to thinking about our organization and what we can do to better it for our future members. 
I am not sure if it was last year or the year before, but I sent out a request to you the members asking what you would like to see changed in the organization to make it more appealing to the people that haven’t joined yet. Well were asking you again for your constructive comments on what you would like to see happen to ABATE to make it better.
I am a creature of habit and don’t really think about changing things as it doesn’t occur to me very often and I have been hearing some mention being made that we need to change some things. One comment was to change the venue to somewhere other than the Eagles Aerie; another was to change the day to coincide with other events. These were all good ideas and I want you the members to decide. Before you make a decision to move please check the place out and are sure that they are willing to have ALL of us in their place of business. As usual we will be taking a vote on the 21st of June at the next regular meeting, as this item will be on the agenda. Don’t forget if you have something that you would like to bring up it MUST be on the agenda to bring up at a meeting and should be submitted at least one week prior to the meeting.
I remember the last time that I asked for your suggestions about changes to our schedule the response was overwhelming so the sooner you get them in the faster we can include them in the meeting. Please send anything that you wish to discuss to Stormy via e-mail so she can include it in the copy of the agenda that goes to the board.
Another issue brought up was the cost of membership or donations for the year of membership. It has been suggested by one of the members that we need to lower the price of membership to $20.00 instead of $30.00 as it is now. I personally don’t think that $30.00 is excessive but again this is your organization and you make the decisions as to the way it will be run. This is another issue that will be voted on at the next meeting.
We will need to have more members step up to help with the membership drive and party that will be coming up this fall. All paid members will get in and enjoy free food and drink while it lasts and I am planning having plenty of food, which will be on the agenda as well. What do you want to eat, the usual burgers and dogs or would you like to have something else?
At the last meeting I told you that I was going to donate $100.00 of my own money to the lawsuit that was being filed by Travis Barrick and there seems to be some confusion as to why the suit is being filed. This is NOT a lawsuit to repeal the helmet law but rather a lawsuit to have law enforcement throughout Nevada to ‘ENFORCE THE LAW AS WRITTEN’. I know that some of you out there are scratching your heads wondering what the hell is going on.  Well “lemme splain Lucy”.   The main reason for the lawsuit is to stop your 4th Amendment rights from being violated when the cops pull you over for a non-compliant helmet which they have no way of being able to prove. Local law enforcement has been using helmets to stop bikers for years and if we are successful in this lawsuit you will be able to wear anything on your head without being stopped. I am in favor of the effort by Travis Barrick to get this done, as it will benefit all riders in the end. Travis is a member of ABATE and needs us to contribute to this effort even if it’s only $10 or $20 per member. He isn’t fighting this fight for himself; he is fighting for all of our rights. If you would like to contribute to this cause contact me or Travis and we will give you the address.  
The final thing that I would like to mention is that the helmet bill SB 177 doesn’t look like it will make it past Senator Horsford as he is refusing to bring the bill to the floor for a vote. It has been a long and tiresome battle this session but we have moved it as far as it’s ever been in the past 40 years. Maybe we will be successful next session.
Hope to see you at the next meeting, and bring a friend.
When injustice becomes law,
Resistance becomes duty.
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