NEVADA FREEDOM RIDE IN LAUGHLIN 
                               
 March 3, 2010

As the sun rose in Lexington Massachusetts on the morning of the 19th of April 1775, a shot rang out and it was heard around the world, according to Ralph Waldo Emerson who wrote the “Concord Hymn” a great part of our history. Although no one knows with certainty who fired that shot, it was the beginning of the Revolutionary War between American Patriots and the British. 

The militia was out numbered and fell back only to engage the King’s men at the North Bridge in Concord, where with the help of a few well placed sharpshooters to kill the British officers, a few hundred Patriots defeated three companies of the “Red Coats” 1700 men, who then were marched back to Boston under heavy militia fire in a tactical retreat. Greatly out numbered and weary of British totalitarianism, the Colonists devised an intelligence network and banded together with the rest of the towns using an early warning system consisting of lanterns, bonfires, shots fired and riders. 

Does any of this sound remotely familiar to you? Let’s replace the players in this historic scenario. Start by replacing the colonists from the thirteen colonies called the militiamen, at the time, with another type of freedom fighter, motorcyclists. Now, let’s take the “Red Coats” and replace them with our present government, trying to suppress your rights at every turn and I’ll bet it all becomes very familiar. 

ABATE of Southern Nevada has decided to proclaim the Month of April as “Freedom Awareness Month”. This proclamation is not only to educate the public as to the goals and rights of motorcyclists but the rights of every person in the country and to exercise these rights before they are removed. Your rights have been fought for by every freedom fighter from the first shot fired at Lexington to our heroic brothers and sisters fighting terrorism all over the world. These brave individuals are defending our country, our Constitution and our freedom, because they believed that protection of your basic rights were important enough to give their lives for. They were willing to give up everything to ensure our freedom and it is our duty to make sure that we let them know how much we appreciate their efforts by not giving up those basic rights.  

We are not engaged in an armed conflict with our government but we are still engaged in political warfare to stop legislators from attempting to remove your constitutional rights and personal freedoms one at a time.  We, as motorcycle riders, have been subject to discriminatory legislation for years which over the past decade has been successfully implemented by state and local law enforcement in the form of special licensing, mandatory equipment regulations, and just recently motorcycle only check points set up under the guise of safety. 

If the government is allowed to continue on the path that it is currently on, motorcycling will become a thing of the past. Motorcyclists overall make up only 1% of the motoring public, have the lowest accident rates, are fuel efficient and have the least amount of impact to the roadways in the country. One would think that for being eco friendly we should be given discount rates on registration and maybe even fuel. We have discovered that in some states, there are efforts to pass laws that will prevent you from altering your motorcycle in any way to include handle bars, any suspension parts or any exhaust parts. I personally don’t mind riding a stock bike but then again maybe I would like to change the air cleaner or put a set of custom shocks on - what about my rights? 

Once these laws have been enacted by pay offs from lobbyists or whatever means, the effort to repeal them on our part is enormous and that is why this year at the Laughlin River Run 2010 we are planning another Freedom Ride. On Saturday April 24th at 10:00 a.m., A.B.A.T.E. of Southern Nevada will be hosting a ride leaving from the Avi Hotel and Casino, south of Laughlin Nevada, where we are planning to ride down the Laughlin Strip, across the river to Arizona and stop at the Cocktails Bar on the Bullhead AZ side for a gathering. We will have a booth set up for new memberships, event t-shirts and information both at the Avi and at Cocktails. 

This is not a helmet protest, as A.B.A.T.E. of Southern Nevada will never protest the voluntary use of protective headgear; we do how ever disagree with the decision of the government to force motorcycle riders to give up the right of choice to make their own decisions. Therefore we will leave the decision of whether or not to wear protective headgear entirely up to you. We urge you to invite everyone you know and would like to see this letter posted in your area for those that don’t know about the ride. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions or if you would like to volunteer to work the booth.

This will be posted on our web site at ABATESNV.com so come and visit. Thanks.

When injustice becomes law

Resistance becomes duty
BONES  - President, A.B.A.T.E. of Southern Nevada

irbones@cox.net or bones@abatesnv.com
